
Request for support for the 
Fondation Pacifique for a 
period of 4 years

2021 - 2024



The oceans: a heritage to protect at all costs

We must face the facts: the health of the seas continues to deteriorate, 
threatening in the near term the survival of future generations and, ultimately, 
that of humanity as a whole.

We are all already witnessing the alarm signals that the Earth sends us on a 
daily basis. It is no longer simply a matter of alarmism when we observe that 
the planet is burning and suffocating, in the air as well as in the water, at the 
poles as well as at the equator, our sailing in Greenland this year has proved it 
to the most. 
We must act.

Without a better understanding of marine ecosystems, the thermal and 
chemical dynamics of greenhouse gases and ocean pollution, coupled 
with international mobilization, the only possible future for us in the coming 
decades will be none. It is not too late to act, locally and globally. Every 
contribution towards the protection and sustainability of the oceans counts 
and we rely on your support to supplement our resources, ensure our mission 
and sustain our commitment to the health of the oceans and support the 
young generations. 

We thank you for your attention and in hope for a favourable gesture on your 
part, we send you, ladies and gentlemen, our warmest regards.

Pietro Godenzi, 

President of the Fondation Pacifique
www.fondationpacifique.org



Oceanographic expeditions 
for the common good

The Fondation Pacifique is a non-profit organisation based in Geneva.  It is 
dedicated to a mission: contributing to a better understanding of the human 
impact on the oceans and promoting greater awareness of the dangers that 
threaten them, the challenges they face and the sustainable developmental 
initiatives that aim to preserve them.

To fulfill this mission, the organisation conceives, organises and leads 
multidisciplinary oceanographic expeditions on traditional «working» sailing 
ships: Fleur de Passion and the Mauritius, real floating laboratories driven by a 
clear goal: – Sailing for Science, Sustainability and Education

We are seeking your financial support to ensure our mission, as well as the 
continuation of our expeditions and related programs. 
Each of our expeditions encompass three complementary components: 
scientific, socio-educational and cultural.

The judicial and educational authorities of several cantons now consider our 
sailing boats as privileged settings for socio-educational support for juvenile 
offenders and school leavers who have joined the «Jeunes en Mer» (JEM) 
program. The impact on these youths and their entourage is a significant one.

Socio-educational component

Scientific component

The Fondation Pacifique offers the swiss and international scientific community 
the opportunity to carry out research programs or one-off missions thanks to 
the high potential of these logistical platforms. In recent years, several scientific 
institutions have placed their trust in us and conducted research projects on 
board our two sailing ships. The resulting studies and reports support the current 
overview of the ecological situation of the oceans.

Cultural component

On a cultural level, in-residence artists aboard our sailing ships bring a different 
perspective to our expeditions. On land, they contribute to our mission of raising 
awareness through publications, educational workshops and exhibitions.



2021-2024 : A major expedition underway

As part of its activities, the Fondation Pacifique is organizing a major expedition 
from 2021 to 2024: The Arctic Expedition. It consists of a 4-year tour of the Arctic 
ocean on board the Mauritius with the following objectives :
1) Measure and understand the impact of greenhouse gases in these areas 
and assess microplastic pollution for the science component
2) Support the «Jeunes en Mer» (JEM) program for the socio-educational 
component 
3) Offer a residency to artists for the cultural component

The scientific expedition in the Red Sea aboard the Fleur de Passion has 
been postponed due to a navigation incident that has forced the boat to be 
immobilised for several months for important repair works. Nonetheless, the team 
has worked hard on keeping the socio-educational «Jeunes en Mer» (JEM) 
program active on another sailing ship during this temporary period.

In general, the expeditions combine several important aspects :

Our expeditions are part of the Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable 
Development (2021-2030) proclaimed by the UN in 2017 to «support efforts to 
reverse the cycle of decline in ocean health and bring ocean stakeholders 
around the world together behind a common framework that will ensure that 
ocean science can fully assist countries in creating better conditions for the 
sustainable development of the Ocean» (www.oceandecade.org).

1. To have a better knowledge of the oceans by collaborating with scientific 
partners such as UniGE, the bio-acoustic laboratory (LAB) and the Ocean Eye 
association and by offering them an oceanographic platform at the cutting 
edge of research both in terms of its equipment on board and the crew’s 
technical skills.

2. To raise public awareness on ecological and climate issues threatening 
the balance of our oceans and marine conservation areas during conferences 
and debates (annual conference on the Arctic, Swiss Polar Institute, exhibitions, 
workshops in partnership with the DIP,… ).

3. To welcome juvenile offenders and school leavers as crewmembers on 
board our sailing ships as part of our socio-educational project «Jeunes en Mer» 
(JEM).

4. To publish an annual art magazine, conceived by a group of Swiss 
cartoonists, in order to report on the expeditions in an original and creative way 
(Sillages).



Expedition budget

The total annual budget for the expedition is CHF 2’000’000
(detailed budget available on request).
To date, we have raised approximately CHF 1’800’000. 
This is why we are asking for your generous contribution to help us achieve our 
budget and ensure that our mission and projects are carried out in the best 
possible conditions over the next four years. 
We therefore suggest that you choose from the following support (packs), 
according to which one suits you best :

Types of support 

For one year, renewable and cumulable until 2024.

Pack 1 : CHF 50’000.–The Arctic Expedition 
■ Overall support of the Pacifique Mission «Sailing for Science, Sustainability and 
Education»
■ Visibility of your corporate identity on the main communication media: 
video clips, exhibitions and public performances, sailing ship stopovers, web 
publications and social networks

Pack 2 : CHF 25’000.–  
■ Support of the scientific programs
■ Visibility of your company logo (flag) during the sailing boats stopovers. 

Pack 3 : CHF 25’000.–  
■ Support of the Jeunes en Mer (JEM) program
■ Invitation to the annual party with testimonies from the youths

Pack 4 : CHF 5’000.–
■ Support for the artistic publication Sillages, in 4 volume, conceived and 
produced by a collective of Swiss-French artists
■ Annual publication, +120 pages, format 24x34 cm

If applicable, the cumulative support of several packs (up to CHF 50,000) will 
give your company optimal visibility on all the Foundation’s events and actions. 
Your support will also be visible in the film which follows the current year’s 
expeditions.

For more information, please contact : 
Stéphanie Stiernon, Director
stephanie.stiernon@fondationpacifique.org / +41795151598
Pietro Godenzi, President
pietro@pacifique.ch / +41792048560



STANDARD CREW

Watch leader
1

Crew
1-2

Skipper
1

Second mate
1

Main mast
24m

Bowsprit
8m

Rig type
Ketch

Sail type
Auric

Sail area
380m²

RIG

FLEUR DE PASSION

Fleur de Passion is a traditional 33-metre 
wooden ketch with a steel structure.

Built in 1941 at Bremen shipyard to operate 
as a German Kriegsfischkutter (KFK) naval 
mine marker, she was built to bear sails in the 
event of fuel shortages. She was ceded to 
France in 1945, on which she was disarmed 
and converted into a sailboat by a private 
individual in 1976.

From the 1980s onwards, she hosted her first 
scientific projects, involving French academic 
institutions such as IFREMER. Since 2009, under 
the auspices of the Fondation Pacifique, 
she has made numerous long-distance 
expeditions and one-off missions in the 
Mediterranean, the Atlantic, the Red Sea, the 
Baltic and the Caribbean, as well as a four-
year voyage around the world from 2015 to 
2019, following the route taken by Magellan.

Flag
Swiss

Average speed
7 knots (13 kph)

Materials
Structure: steel/Hull: oak

Our sailboats

SLEEPING QUARTERS

Dormitory cabin 
for 4-5 people
1

Triple cabins
5

DIMENSIONS

Draught
2.80m

Total weight
100 tonnes

Deck area
120m²

Overall length
33m

Hull length
24m

Beam
6.10m



LE MAURITIUS

The Mauritius is a 30-metre steel schooner, 
built in 1963 at Breman shipyards in Zwartsluis, 
the Netherlands. 

After entering the service of the Fondation 
Pacifique in 2015, she later carried out a few 
initial missions in the Mediterranean and the 
near Atlantic. 

She is equipped to be able to sail in high 
latitudes.

Flag
Swiss

Average speed
7 knots (13 kph)

Materials
Structure and hull: steel

Main mast
24m

Bowsprit
6.9m

Rig type
Schooner

Sail type
Auric

Sail area
220m²

RIG

DIMENSIONS

Draught
2.30m

Total weight
80 tonnes

Deck area
90m²

Overall length
30m

Hull length
24m

Beam
5.5m

STANDARD CREW

Watch leader
1

Crew
1-2

Skipper
1

Second mate
1

SLEEPING QUARTERS

Crew cabins
2

Double cabins
4

Dormitory cabin
for 4 people
1



Fondation Pacifique  -  9bis, rue de Veyrier, 1227 Carouge  -  www.fondationpacifique.org

To carry out its activities, the Fondation Pacifique can count on the support of a network of institutional and private 
partners who finance either its expeditions as a whole or one of its specific programs.

Some of these benevolent supporters include:

Canton et Ville de Genève, Loterie Romande, Fondation privée genevoise anonyme, Fondation philanthropique famille 
Firmenich, Fondation Victor et Hélène Barbour, Fondation Augusta, Fonds philanthropique Smile Wave, Fondation 
Johann et Luzia Grässli, Fondation H. Dudley Wright, Rotary Club Genève

and the following companies:

Banque Gonet, BNP Paribas, EDMS, Ecoservices, Ecosor, Gestrag, North Sails Suisse, Piasio, Rampini, Serbeco, Services 
Industriels de Genève, Société Privée de Gérance, SRG engineering, GESA, Orllati, SSE

Supporters

Scientific partners
 - University of Geneva
 - University of Queensland
 - Polytechnic University of Catalonia
 - Oceaneye association
 - CoralWatch
 - Bioacoustic Applications Laboratory (LAB)
 - UNEP/GRID of Geneva
 - University of California at Santa Barbara
 - German Oceanographic Museum (MEERESMUSEUM)

Logistics and socio-educational partner
- Association Pacifique

Sponsors
with the support of Banque Gonet


