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FONDATION PACIFIQUE CIVIL SOCIETY IN
ACTION
Fondation Pacifique is a Swiss non-profit organization
founded in Geneva in 2007.
Independent and not endowed, it was created by a hand-
ful of individuals driven by a passion for adventure, wide
open spaces and a strong awareness of today’s issues. It is
a pure emanation of Geneva's civil society, whose entre-
preneurial spirit and sense of commitment to the common
good are a direct echo of what we call the “spirit of
Geneva”.

MISSION UNDERSTAND THE HUMAN IMPACT
ON THE OCEANS
The foundation's core mission is (1) to contribute to a
better understanding of the human impact on the
oceans and (2) to promote a greater awareness of re-
lated conservation issues.
To fulfill this double mission, we conduct multidisciplinary
expeditions on traditional sailboats, offering our scientific
partners the possibility to lead innovative long-term re-
search programs or one-off missions while at the same
time the opportunity to increase the socio-educational
value of scientific activities carried-out onboard.
In Switzerland, at ports-of-call, and in the digital space,
Fondation Pacifique is acting to reach decision-makers
and the general public as a whole, and the younger gener-
ations in particular. For this purpose, the foundation de-
velops and implements a wide range of cultural, educa-
tional and media activities.

VISION BUILD BRIDGES IN A SPIRIT OF
EXCHANGE AND SHARING
Embodying the humanist "spirit of Geneva", Fondation
Pacifique promotes values of solidarity and comple-
mentarity shared by all stakeholders committed to a
healthy ocean thatbenefitall: governments, businesses,
the scientific community, artists, and the civil society.
As a platform for high-value projects and as a bridge
between continents and people, we give priority to sci-
entific diagnosis as a necessary condition for any solution
in favour of the oceans.

OUR TWO SAILBOATS
Tradition working for innovation.
To carry out its expeditions, Fondation Pacifique uses tra-
ditional sailboats as logistical and technical platforms for
scientific and socio-educational programs conducted with
its partners. :
• S/V Fleur de Passion, a 33m long ketch, formerly a German
minesweeper from 1941 (above) ;

• S/V Mauritius, a 30 m long schooner built in the
Netherlands in 1963 (on the right).

Fleur de Passion and Mauritius are mainly operated under
sail, silent and non-polluting. Designed for trans-oceanic
crossings, they are equally at ease in coastal shallow waters.
Perfectly suited to a wide range of uses, they welcome auto-
matic sensors for continuous field data collection, and other
deck operations to be performed by the crew.
With this complementarity approach to more conven-
tional research vessels, Fondation Pacifique intends to
contribute to expanding the horizons of oceanographic
science.
Flagship of the foundation, our two sailboats are intended
to raise awareness of environmental issues at heart of the
expeditions we organize.



CONTEXT AN EMERGENCY
Weurgently need to better understand our impact on an
environment that is still largely unknown.
Our actions are led in a global context that makes it
urgent to better understand human impact on the
oceans- an ecosystem still largely unknown despite its
critical role for human beings.
Reflecting this need, the United Nations declared the years
2021-2030 to be the “Decade of Ocean Science for Sustain-
able Development.” They intend to mobilize relevant
stakeholders, governments, businesses, academic institu-
tions, civil society actors, and philanthropic organizations
around a common framework that will put science at the
heart of Sustainable Development Goal 14 (SDG 14) on the
ocean- “Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas,
and marine resources for sustainable development”- one
of the 17 SDGs the 193 member countries of the United
Nations set in 2015.
Oceans and coastal areas are essential to life on our
planet. They are our largest ecosystem. They regulate cli-
mate change on which the economy, nutrition, health and
well-being, water supply and energy around the globe
depend. According to the first UN World Ocean Report,
“dependence on ocean ecosystem services is likely to in-
crease as population growth continues.”
Oceans are still thought to be a self-sustaining, vast and
indefinitely resilient portion of the Earth, capable of ab-
sorbing almost all of the pressures exerted by the human
population. But according to the first World Ocean Assess-
ment, it turns out that “our civilization does not have
much time left to avoid the fateful cycle of declining
ocean health, which would have dramatic consequences
for the ability of the oceans to continue to meet our
needs”.
Ocean science is “essential to ensure the sustainability of
the planet and the wise management of the oceans”, as
called for in the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development. It is in this context that the Fondation
Pacifique intends to contribute to global efforts to meet
the challenges facing the planet, with the commitment of
civil society and institutional players.

ACHIEVEMENTS 10 YEARS OF
OCEANOGRAPHIC EXPEDITIONS
From 2009 to 2019, in partnership with several Swiss and
international academic institutions, Fondation Pacific led
several expeditions in theMediterranean, theAtlantic, the
Baltic, the Red Sea, the Caribbean and even around the
world onboard S/V Fleur de Passion, the largest sailing ship
under the Swiss flag.
From 2015 to 2019, and five hundred years after the first cir-
cumnavigation of the Portuguese explorer, she completed The
Ocean Mapping Expedition (www.omexpedition.ch), a world
tour in the wake of Magellan. Four scientific programs and
missions on noise and plastic pollution as well as global warm-
ing and coral reefs conservation were implemented. 60 young
teenagers in rehabilitation, 20 illustrators and artists and more
than 100 volunteers participated in this expedition.

“OUR CIVILIZATION DOES NOT HAVE MUCH TIME LEFT TO AVOID THE
FATEFUL CYCLE OF DECLINING OCEAN HEALTH, WHICH WOULD HAVE
DRAMATIC CONSEQUENCES FOR THE ABILITY OF THE OCEANS TO
CONTINUE TO MEET OUR NEEDS.“
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